Moffett Field, California

Introduction

This is the fourth update about
groundwater investigations being
conducted by the U.S. Navy at Moffete
Community Housing in Mountain View,
California. Moffett Community Housing
is managed by the U.S. Army and
consists of Orion Park, whiclt includes
Macon Terrace Il and I, and Wescoat
Housing, which includes Berry Court
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and Drive, Wescoat Villagers, and Macon
Terrace I. This update outlines the
findings of a recently completed Phase 2
Investigation at Moffett Community
Housing, also called the Site Charactetization
and Baseline Human Health Risk
Assessment. The goal of the investigation
was to see whether chemicals in the
groundwater beneath Mofferr Community
Housing pose a health risk to the residents
and to determine whether the source of
these chemicals is within the housing
area. Information about the next steps in
the enviromental investigation process
at Moffett Community Housing is also
provided in this issue.

Phase 2 Investigation

The Navy conducted the Phase 2
Investigation in 2002 to idenrify
possible risks to residents from
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chemicals in groundwater beneath Moffett Community Housing and ro

see if there are any onsite sources of groundwater contamination. This
investigation was conducted based on a workplan reviewed and approved

by regulatory agencies including the EPA and Regional Warter Quality

Control Board (RWQCB), San Francisco Region. The following section outlines
the results of the investigation and briefly describes how the conclusions

were derived.

Health Risk Study

Sampling - Many samples of soil, groundwarer, soil gas, and indoor, outdoor
and crawlspace air were collected from areas within Moffert Community

Housing to determine if chemicals in groundwater are migrating into the air.

Modeling — The Navy used an EPA-approved compurter model thar uses site-
specific information about the make-up of groundwater and soil ro predict how,
and if, chemicals in groundwater could migrate into the air. This model was
used because TCE in the air can come from sources other than groundwater,
stich as household products and air emissions in the area.

Findings - The computer model predicted thar VOC vapors potentially coming
from the groundwater beneath Mofferr Community Housing do not pose an
jiminediate or short-term health risk to the residents. However, TCE was detected
in the indoor and outdoor air at Mofferr Community Housing. While the
detected concentrations do not pose an immediate or short-term health risk,
additional monitoring will be conducred to further evaluate potential risk.

sampling results ro date indicate that TCE in the air is not originaring from the
groundwater. This was supported by the fact that no TCE was detected in the
indoor or crawlspace air at a sampling location where it was derected in the
groundwater. Further, TCE was detected in indoor air at three housing units
where it was below reporting limits in the groundwarer. Additionally, the
majority of VOCs detected in air samples were not detected in the underlying
groundwater. This indicates that there may be a VOC source other than
groundwater. However, the additional studies will further evaluate whether

VOCs in the air are coming from the groundwater.

Conclusion — Based on the available data and the Phase 2 Investigation,

the Navy believes that there is no immediate or short-term health risk to the
residents at Moffetr Community Housing. However, since TCE was detected in
the indoor and outdoor air, additional air monitoring and evaluation will be
conducred ro evaluare possible long-term health risks. The Navy is committed
to working with the Army, EPA and the community to address air qualiry
issues at Moffert Community Housing. In fact, in May 2003, the Navy took
steps toward improved local air quality by modifying its groundwater
treatment syseems to eliminate VOC emissions.
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Sources of Groundwater
Contamination

The Phase 2 Investigarion report concluded that the primary
sources of groundwater contamination are ourtside Moffett
Community Housing. Ar Orion Park, the highest levels of TCE
and its breakdown products were found near the southern
and western boundary. Based on regional groundwater flow

roward the north-northeast, Navy studies suggest that TCE
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TCE >100 PARTS

and its breakdown products are migrating onto Orion Park
from the south and west. The Navy is planning to install
groundwarer wells at Orion Park to menitor and verify

the groundwater flow direction.

At Wescoat Housing, TCE was detected in groundwater along
the southern and eastern boundaries. As the above map
shows, this contamination is part of the regional VOC plume

migrating onto the site.




What's Next e

The draft Phase 2 Investigation report s released in January
2003. The Navy is currently prepar+ng a final report, which
addresses issues raised in regulatory agency and public
comments. The final report is scheduled to be available for
public review in late summer at the Mountain View Public
Library, 585 Franklin Steet, Mountain View, California.
Concurrently, the Navy is developing plans with the Army
for conducting additional investigations to evaluate possible
long-term health risks to residents from chemicals in the air.

The Navy will hold an Open House to hear concerns and
answer questions about environmental investigations at Moffett
Community Housing. The Open House will be held on Thursday,
August 14, 2003 from 6 to 9 p.m. at the Hilton Garden Inn,

840 E. Ef Camino Real, Mountain View, CA 94040. Poster stations
will display information about the studies and Navy staff will
be available to answer questions, Representatives from EPA and
RWQCB will also be present to share information about the
steps being taken at a regional level to evaluate potential health
risks from the possible migration of TCE in groundwater.
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